
Tannach and District Community Council 

Tuesday 27th May 2025 

7pm via Zoom 

Minutes 

Present: Gwyneth Sutherland (Chair) 

Holly Forbes (Secretary) 

Catriona MacDonald (Treasurer) 

Catherine Sapalski (member) 

Brian Sutherland (member) 

3 members of the public 

 

1. Welcome and Apologies 

GS welcomed everyone.  

 

2. Confirmation of last meeting’s draft minutes 

Proposed by CM, seconded by CP. 

 

3. Actions from previous meeting 

a. RBS Bank account exploration- GS went in branch to RBS, details online of their 

community accounts, cannot guarantee no charges in future. Cllr McEwan visited 

banking hub, ATM will be outside too, rotas for banks on 2 counters. Opens 25th 

June. CM has not had time to investigate more.  

b. Caithness Community fund panel meeting- cancelled. No date yet for rescheduled 

meeting. 

c. Recycling question- Cllr Ewan spoke to head of waste. 10 tonnes less per day waste 

going into Seater. Recycling having a good increase in the county. Paper and card go 

to south Glasgow and green bin goes to Perth. 5 collection vehicles operating in east 

Caithness. 8500 tonnes recycled per year. Paper and cardboard more valuable for 

council to claim money back. Seater has gone down right down. New shredding 

machine coming to reduce volume of carboard and paper. 5/6 arctic lorries per 

week go to Inverness. Landfill tax is now £126 per tonne. Member of public said that 

there are pink bins on the west coast for small electrical goods at bin banks. Food 

waste not viable up here. Action Cllr McEwan to investigate possibility of pink bins 

in Caithness 

d. Cheques for Haster and MRA- Cheques passed onto Milton, £150 lifted for Haster for 

flowers. Village officer funding passed onto Milton and Thrumster. Action Cheque 

£50 for Thrumster 

 

4. Financial report 

End of April £4706.22. Out: £4.75 service charge. £150 cash out. In £775 VO cheque cashed. 

 

5. Microgrants yearly report 

£2500 grant incoming from Foundation Scotland.  

 

6. AOB 

a. Newton road question on island near the high school, buses struggling to get past- 

Action Cllr McEwan to ask if the island is still needed.  



b. Some holes have been patched on the Tannach road and up to Newton. 

c. Rubbish up at playpark in Haster reported by a member of the public. Majority of 

rubbish lying at garages and was tidied up by CM.  

d. Haster playpark power washing happening in middle of June 

e. Old High School sold and has been resold. No word on what the plans are for it. 

f. Semichem building sold. 

g. Convention on the impact on communities of major energy infrastructure in the 

Highland Council area Saturday 14th June 2025. Action HF to request TDCC be sent 

the online link to the meeting. 

h. MFR were in touch with about our objection to the 20mph scheme which is due to 

be debated by a committee this week.  

i. Planning will be made an item in future agendas. Action Cllr McEwan to pass on 

some concerns in the area to the relevant officers.  

j. Data protection- Out of date in September. Action change address with Information 

commissioner.  

k. Microgrant form update- Action HF to update the form. 

l. New tennis court opening in Thrumster on Monday afternoon 2nd June. 

m. Public liability insurance- Action check what our insurance covers. 

n. Playparks- Action Cllr McEwan to double check with amenities about which 

playparks the council maintain. 

o. Discussion on roadworks at Latheron. 

p. Website updates required- Action HF to remove references to COVID.  

q. Hall hire- Action GS to enquire about hiring a hall for next meeting. 

Next meeting is 24th June 7pm.  


