
TANNACH & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Tuesday 24th June 2025 Newton Croft 7pm  
 
Present: 
Gwyneth Sutherland (Chair) 
Holly Forbes (Secretary) 
Catriona MacDonald (Treasurer) 
Alice Miller (member) 
Brian Sutherland (member) 
Catherine Sapalski (member) 
 
2 members of the public 
 

Minutes 
 

1. Welcome and Apologies  

GS welcomed everyone for our first face to face meeting and 
thanked the Friends of Newtonhill Woodland for their free hall 
hire. Apologies from Cllr McEwan and a member of the 
public. 
 

2. Declaration of Interest 

Register created and populated. Will be sent out with the 
minutes. 
 

3. Minutes and Actions from Previous Meeting 

a. Pink electrical recycling bins- HC are aware of these but 
haven’t got any intention at the moment of installing them in 
the Highland Area at the moment as all sizes of electrical 
goods can be recycled at the recycling area. 

b. Cheque for TCDA- handed over. 
c. Traffic island near old high school- Cllr McEwan in 

conversation with road safety officer. Roads dept think it’s for 
new campus. 

d. Zoom link for convention on major energy infrastructure- 
forwarded onto members 

e. Cllr McEwan to pass on planning concerns to relevant areas- 
planning pending on one application and investigation is 
ongoing on other concern, will be kept as an action. 



f. Information commissioner- change of address. Ready to be 
changed now as had to obtain a security code. Action TDCC 
will check do we actually need it. 

g. Microgrant application form update- All members agreed to 
remove the constituted groups access to microgrants and to 
focus on individuals and non-constituted groups. Action HF 
to update the form. Webpage to be reinstated and 
advertised on FB and stress only applications from 
within the CC area. 

h. Insurance- check what is all covered. Action GS to 
investigate separate liability insurance. 

i. Cllr McEwan to check with Amenities about what playparks in 
the area are maintained- Haster and Thrumster are. Keep 
on as an action and investigate Haster playpark tiles 
lifting 

j. Remove COVID references on website- completed 
k. Enquire about hall hire for next meeting- successful 

 
CM proposed, and CS seconded minutes from May after 
an amendment. 
 

4. Financial Report 
See appendix 1. 
Paperwork filled in to get HF removed as signatory from the 
bank account as it could be perceived as misappropriation of 
funds if related persons are signatories. Concerns had been 
raised by a 3rd party. Paperwork filled in for AM and GS to be 
added on as a signatory, in addition to CM. Action GS to 
hand paperwork into Bank of Scotland.  
 

5. Planning  
a. No applications in our area this month 
b. Automatic forwarding of weekly planning list to all members 

set up on email account 
 

6. Correspondence 
a. CVG- Dunbeath & District Centre recruiting trustees 
b. Highland Council Community Council Support North and 

East- Weekly Community Briefings 
c. Highland Council Adverts in John O'Groats Journal: Friday 

30th May 2025 (B870 Watten-Mybster) (B870 Watten Level 
Crossing) (B874 Princess Street & U5064 West Side); 
13/06/2025 Temp Road Closure (B877 High Street C0177 



Beach Road & Swanson Street Thurso); 20/06/25 
Achavanich-Lybster road closure, Riverside Road Thurso 
closure. 

d.  Roadworks on A9- posted on TDCC FB Page 
e. MRA- Flowers and Hall hire confirmation  
f. CVG- Connecting Carers - Highland Research Project- 

shared previously and advertised on FB 
g. Highland Council Community Council Support North and 

East- STP Funding Finder May 2025 
h. Highland Council weekly planning lists 
i. Highland community council convention on major energy 

infrastructure- forwarded onto members 
j. ACCC- Caithness Transport Forum 
k. SURF Scotland- 2025 Awards open for applications  
l. CVG Caithness Community Fund- End of Grant Report 
m. Highland Council - Strategic Events Grant Fund 2025-2026 
n. CVG- free photography workshop Lyth Arts Centre 
o. Ayre Offshore Windfarm update 
p. CVG Caithness Community Fund Round 4 delayed 
q. Whole Family Wellbeing News Round-up - April/May 2025 
r. Community Council Scheme Consultation- forwarded to 

members 
s. Wick Players Prize Bingo Fundraiser 
t. Tannach & District CC - Annual Grant 17th June 
u. SEPA- Closing 30 June: SEPA consultation on a proposed 

Environmental Performance Assessment Scheme (EPAS) 
v. Wick John O’Groats Airport- opening hours revision 
w. FB Message from Stepping Out received asking about 

funding. HF signposted them to Foundation Scotland and the 
Caithness Community Fund. 
 

7. Police Report 
a. Body worn cameras launched 17th June 
b. May Report forwarded onto members 

 
8. Highland Councillor’s Report 

No report available, Cllr McEwan has her apologies in. The 
Cllr did provide a response to all actions raised on her at the 
last meeting, detailed in section 3. 
 

9. Health and Care 
Only 28 babies born in CGH last year and 1.7 million miles 
travelled by Caithness patients for healthcare in 2024. 



 
10. Local updates 

a. Ulbster- No report. 
b. Thrumster- Official opening of tennis court, plans for new hall 

are in the hall on the 26th-28th June. Rob More book “Dummy 
Drome” coming out soon about the WW2 fake airfield down 
near Sarclet. Volunteers planting out flowers. Action Share 
the hall plans exhibition details on FB page. 

c. Tannach- Stirkoke Rifle Club struggling for membership. 
Facilities for blind shooters available. They have funding for 
2 lanes to use an electronic target system. Looking to make 
the range more accessible for those with disabilities. Point of 
contact for those interested in trying out: 
tannach.henderson@gmail.com 

d. Newton- Friends of Newtonhill Woodland- they are at their 
finishing stages of their project for young people. Working 
with Ranger to set up orienteering course round the 
woodland. Dog show on Sunday 29th June at Newtonhill 
Woodland. Good response to Halloween shows, looking to 
apply for funding for this year’s show. Action share dog 
show advert on FB page. 

e. Milton- Quiz in the shops to raise money for the MRA. 
Volunteers planting out flowers. 

f. Haster- Volunteers planting out flowers.  
g. Bilbster- No report. 

 
11. Community Benefit 

No update. 
 

12. Questions or Contributions from the public present 
a. Long standing campaign from Milton residents to get a speed 

restriction. No warning signage for the junction at Milton. 
Issue with hauliers speeding, hard for pedestrians to get 
across the road. Openreach green box at the junction also 
impedes viewing. Action Raise with Cllr McEwan about 
potential signage and location of the Openreach box. 

b. Japanese knotweed outside the old Newton woodland fence 
along the side of the road/ditch on Newton Road. Action 
Pass onto Cllr McEwan.   
 

13. Date of Next Meeting 



26th August 7pm at Newton Croft house. Action HF to 
enquire about booking the next meeting and subsequent 
meetings. 
 
20:45 meeting closed. 

  

Action list summary 

Action Actioner 

Planning concern Cllr McEwan 

Information commissioner TDCC  

Microgrant form update, webpage 

reinstation, advertisement on FB  

HF 

Investigate separate liability 

insurance 

GS 

Haster playpark  CM 

Banking paperwork GS 

Share new Thrumster hall plans 

on FB page 

HF 

Share Newtonhill dog show details 

on FB page 

HF 

Milton signage and Openreach 

box 

Cllr McEwan 

Japanese knotweed at Newton Cllr McEwan 

Newton croft house hire HF 

  

  



Appendix 1  

T & D C C MEETING - 24/06/2025 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Community Bank Account - Statement dated 5 June 2025 – Balance 

£7118.08 

Income 

£500.00 - Foundation Scotland - Cost of Living Funding for T&DCC 

£2500.00 - Foundation Scotland - Microgrant Funding – 2025/26 

 

Expenditure 

£292.88 - M R A - Grass Cutting, Bark, Woodchip etc (From Village 

Officer Funding) 

£4.25 - Bank Account Service Charge 

£251.01 - TCDA – Grass Cutting & money for flowers (From Village 

Officer Funding) 

£40.00 - Cash – Money for Haster grass cutting (From Villager Officer 

Funding) 

 

For info 

Bank statements are not received until nearly at the end of each month 

even though the statement has a date early in month so the most up to 

date statement hasn’t always been received by date we have our 

meeting. 

The Village Officer Funding was received in April 2025 for expenditure 

related to the financial year 2024/25. 

Remittance email received from Highland Council dated 20 June 2025 – 

Annual Grant received for 2025/26 £470.74, this will be shown on the 

recent bank statement received. 


