
TANNACH & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Tuesday 26th August 2025 Newton Croft 7pm  
 
Attendees 
Gwyneth Sutherland (Chair) 
Brian Sutherland 
Holly Forbes (Secretary) 
Catriona MacDonald (Treasurer) 
Alice Miller 
Cllr Jan McEwan 
Eilidh Coll (Foundation Scotland) 
 
Apologies 
Catherine Sapalski 

 
Minutes 

1. Welcome and Apologies  
Welcome from GS and apologies given for Catherine Sapalski. 

2. Declaration of Interest 
No update 

3. Minutes and Actions from Previous Meeting 
CM proposed, BS seconded. 

4. Financial Report 
See attached. Two people required to check prior or afterwards a payment and minute it at the next 
meeting. Simon Harrison still was a signatory on bank account. Action GS to see about removal of 
Simon Harrison. Action GS to learn to do online payments 

5. Planning  
a. Planning Query’s- queries can be passed onto the enforcement officers. 
b. Application reference 25/02124/FUL (Formation of temporary laydown area for Golticlay Wind Farm): 

Under consideration by Planning 
c. Thrumster Community Development Association planning application 

i. All voted in favour to allow TCDA to put planning in under the CC name. AM not present for 
this vote (conflict of interest). Action Inform TCDA of decision 

6. Correspondence 
a. Website renewal notification- £32.40 will be paid out as direct debit in September 
b. Discussion on level of detail- Chair and Secretary to forward on emails of interest to members. 

7. ACCC meeting report 
a. Police gave presentation on County Lines. Police asking for any worries to be reported to them so 

they can be a presence. Crimestoppers good to report and an app. CNC also gave a presentation. 
Village officer funding running about 6 weeks behind- asking for receipts by end of December.  

8. Police Report - Not Available 
9. Highland Councillor’s Report 

a. In Wick the new bollards along the high street and Riverside should be in use soon. Funding for the 
high street renovations received. Tarred down back bridge street. Discussions about access road to 
the campsite along riverside as it is a footpath. Parish church auction is this weekend. St Fergus effigy 
moved to town hall as well as the communion table. Military plaques left as is. Children’s swimming 
pool should be fixed by end of September in Wick Swimming pool. Bank’s building been bought and 
planning is in. Bollards in Camps carpark being fixed. Newton road holes filled. White lining and 
double yellow lining ongoing in the county. All weather pitch being renewed at the high school. Noss 
primary school cycle train going well. Open day at the criminal justice centre in Wick in September. 

10. Health and Care 
a. Problems recruiting GPs. Cllr McEwan trying to get a package to promote the area and long term lets. 

11. Local updates 
a. Ulbster 

i.  accident recently at Ulbster.  
b. Thrumster 

i. Forest walk and walk to the pond there are lots of trees down. Action AM to check about 
the walks. 

c. Tannach 
i. Camping at Swartigill- AM approached by members of public on the issue. People camping at 

the corner with fires in the trees. Action Cllr McEwan to see if can get a new passing 
place no parking sign as there isn’t one now and to contact Rangers.  

ii. Potholes and road deterioration on bend/layby near Thrumster Mains/Yarrows View/Mill Farm 
Croft on Tannach Road. Holes partially filled but passing place still full of craters. Action Cllr 
McEwan to raise issue further. 

d. Newton 



i. Japanese knotweed has been reported, action ongoing. 
e. Milton 

i. Weir Crescent road edge deterioration- CS sent on photos. Action HF to forward photos to 
Cllr McEwan. 

f. Haster 
i. Brown bin query- Action CM to investigate and ask Highland Council about another 

brown bin.  
ii. Bilbster children’s group had a fun day in the park 

g. Bilbster 
i. War memorial requiring TLC. Action to check Thrumster and Bilbster memorials to see 

what maintenance is needing done. 
12. Community Benefit 

a. Microgrant scheme open for applications 
b. E-vote carried out for individual £150 awarded. HF and CM conflict of interest 
c. Foundation Scotland Microgrant Portal 

i. Portal available for use- Action HF going to have a look and see about using CC email 
for all to be able to go on and have a look.  

ii. GS changing details on Tannach and District CC account Action GS looking at applying for 
funds 

d. Tannach & District Wind Farm Trust memorandum of understanding review with Foundation Scotland 
i. Tannach & District Wind Farm Trust 2016 MOU requires updates: 

1. Minutes not on website 
2. Complaints policy outdated 
3. No provision for online meetings and e-votes 
4. Clause in the agreement which says people must stand down after 7 years. First term 

must be between 2-4 years and then 3 years on top. This hasn’t been complied with. 
There are members now beyond 7 years and should have stood down previously 
going by MOU. 12 members on the panel, it is at capacity. Proposal: 1 person must 
stand down annually. Remove “terms” and leave after 7 years. 

ii. Camster- quoram 2 from each area currently- panel have asked can it be 6 from all areas. 
Proposal: 1 person from each area.  

 
13. Questions or Contributions from the public present 

a. No public present at the meeting 
14. AOB 

a. Ayre windfarm planning reference 25/02964/PIP discussed. 
 
 

Action list summary   
Action Date action 

Raised 
Actioner Status Update 

Planning concern 24/06/2025 Cllr 
McEwan 

Complete  

Information commissioner 24/06/2025 TDCC  In progress  

Microgrant form update, webpage reinstation, 
advertisement on FB  

24/06/2025 HF Complete  

Investigate separate liability insurance 24/06/2025 GS In progress  

Haster playpark  24/06/2025 CM In progress  

Banking paperwork 24/06/2025 GS Complete  

Share new Thrumster hall plans on FB page 24/06/2025 HF Complete  

Share Newtonhill dog show details on FB page 24/06/2025 HF Complete  

Milton signage and Openreach box 24/06/2025 Cllr 
McEwan 

In progress Cllr McEwan 
to continue 
to raise 

Japanese knotweed at Newton 24/06/2025 Cllr 
McEwan 

In progress Cllr McEwan 
trying to 
raise to 
appropriate 
council dept. 
BS has also 
reported 
online. 

Newton croft house hire 24/06/2025 HF Complete  

Application reference 25/02183/FUL Thrumster 
Church Support given by CC via email 

12/08/2025 HF Complete  



Application reference 25/02421/PNO forestry 
track- Upper Northfield): Prior Approval Not 
Required. 

12/08/2025 HF Complete  

Upper Northfield Farm - Felling Licence 
Application - Scoping Exercise: Support given via 
email. 

12/08/2025 HF Complete  

Learn how to do online payments  26/08/2025 GS New  

Removal of Simon Harrison from bank account 26/08/2025 GS New  

Inform TCDA that they can put planning 
applications in under CC name 

26/08/2025 TDCC New  

Check condition of woodland walks near 
Thrumster 

26/08/2025 AM New  

Swartigill burn layby- get a new passing place no 
parking sign and to contact Rangers 

26/08/2025 Cllr 
McEwan 

New  

Deterioration of road on bend near Thrumster 
Mains/Yarrows View/Mill Farm Croft on Tannach 
Road- raise further 

26/08/2025 Cllr 
McEwan 

New  

HF to forward photos to Cllr McEwan of Weir 
Crescent road edge deterioration 

26/08/2025 HF New  

CM to investigate and ask Highland Council about 
another brown bin for use by volunteers in Haster 

26/08/2025 CM New  

Check Thrumster and Bilbster war memorials to 
see what maintenance is needing done 

26/08/2025 TDCC New  

Microgrant portal  26/08/2025 HF New  

Explore potential funding 26/08/2025 GS New  

 
15. Date of Next Meeting 

30th September 7pm Newton Croft 
  
Meeting closed 2100. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Appendix 1 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT  
Community Bank Account - Statement dated 5 August 2025 – Balance £7528.40  
Income  
£500.00 – Highland Council – Annual Grant   
  
Expenditure  
£10.42 – Bank Account Service Charges - £5.17 (23/06) + £5.25 (22/7)  
£50.00 -- TCDA – Further money for plants etc  
  
For info  
Bank statements are not received until nearer the end of each month even though the statement is dated 
early in month so the most up to date statement hasn’t always been received by date we have our 
meeting.  
  
Village Office Funding from the ACCC which was received in April 2025 has all been spent, this relates to 
expenditure incurred by the three villages during the financial year 2024/25.    
  
Money for flowers, plants etc was from T & D C C.  
  
Foundation Scotland - Cost of Living Funding £500.00 + 2025/26 Microgrant Funding £2500.00  
                              
Highland Council - Annual Grant £470.41  

  
 


