
TANNACH & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Monday 29th January 2018 at 7.30pm, 
Thrumster Hall.
Minutes
Present:     Catherine Patterson Vice Chair                     Linda Bremner              Secretary
                    Rhona Gill                   Treasurer                      Catherine Macleod      Member 
                     Sonya Mindt              Member                        Ian Giles                         Member
                     Raymond Bremner   HC Councillor  

Apologies:  John Inkster               Chair                             Andy Double                  Member

Public:        4 Members

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Catherine Patterson opened the meeting and welcomed members and members of the public. Members present were reminded the meeting will be run according to Highland Council Standing orders.  

2. Declaration of Interest
Catherine checked that all declaration of interest forms are up to date. There were no changes. Linda stated she would shortly re issue declaration forms for renewing to ensure all members knew what they had on file.
              Re-issue

3. Minutes and Actions from Previous Meeting.
3.1 Minutes from previous meeting

Catherine asked for approval of minutes of the CC meeting held on 27th November 2017

Including the decision taken by email regarding party money due meeting not being quorate.
Proposed: Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Raymond Bremner

AGREED

3.3 Secretary update

There has been a reduction in the amount of work carried out over the last month or so due to the Christmas break

3.3.1 Letter sent by CC to councillors regarding the clustering of ASG schools highlighting concerns about Thrumster Primary.

3.3.2 We have received communication from Zurich with regard to our annual insurance They were happy to confirm that the 2018 renewal premiums will be based on the previous pricing, so we should expect no increase in the annual premium greater than £2 for the same annual cover.  This will include the 2% increase to Insurance Premium Tax that has been imposed by the government since the last policy.
3.3.3 Communication regarding John O Groats Trail It was hoped that an email from the Tannach CC to the access officers (Phil Waite and Matt Dent) would make the obstruction at Whaligoe a higher priority.  The situation has not changed.  There is still a tall fence blocking public access to the field. This creates an unsafe situation for anyone trying to walk the coast. It was proposed to write Matt Dent and Phil Waite.

                                                                                                                                Proposed Catherine Patterson          

                                                                                                                                           Seconded: Catherine Macleod

                                                                                                                                                                  AGREED

3.3.4 There has also been an email received regarding Whaligoe steps and plans for upkeep into the future. This will be cascaded to members for individual comment .
3.3.5 There has been an email from Lybster Community Council regarding community broadband: A suggestion was put forward to Latheron, Lybster and Clyth Community Council about exploring having a free wifi service in public areas / villages.  Brora and Inverness currently have such a scheme in place. LLCCC’s first thought was to apply to the "Lybster and Tannach" fund to try and get some funding towards this scheme. Rather than LLCCC working on this on their own it was suggested the two community councils work together on this. It was suggested we write to LLCCC and ask them if they would be willing to have a joint meeting with Keith Grant as there are plans to roll this out in other areas.
Proposed Raymond Bremner

Seconded Sonja Mindt
AGREED
3.3.6 We have received an email asking if we could consider the state of the thatched cottage at Ulbster. There was discussion around this Sonja offered to find out more regarding a trust set up to retore the roof some years ago
3.3.7 A concern has also been raised over the future plans for Thrumster Church. Members agreed the Community Council should contact Ian Maclean for more information.
Proposed Catherine Macleod 
Seconded: Rhona Gill  

3.3.8 Grit bins have been distributed clarification needed regarding the gritting of Brickigoe road as it is a school route 

4. Financial Report
There have been no changes since the last report 3 cheques 2 x 250 and 1 x 150 have been raised.
5. Police Report.
Police report received on 16th January there were no comments
6. Highland Councillor’s Report

Catherine handed over to Raymond for HC Councillor his main update was concerning the ASG re grouping of schools which has an impact on Thrunmster primary. There are meetings taking place to keep parents informed on proposals. Ian Giles asked if there was an update on the meeting with Jonathon Gunn about the paths in Thrumster. Its unfortunate that many areas are in the same dilemma of waiting for work to be undertaken. Thrumster is on the tarring programme however to date there are many on the same list.
Councillors report to be issued at a later date.

7. Health and Care
CHAT – are to lobby the Scottish government over what they consider are the 3 main issues in Caithness at present. Maternity Dunbar and Town and County. There was discussion around the table where concerns were raised about many other aspects which members felt were of equal importance or in some cases more so. It was proposed a letter should be sent to CHAT raising our concerns and thoughts on this. 
Proposed : Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Sonya Mindt
AGREED

8. Correspondence
There were no comments on correspondence although Sonya has had difficulty accessing emails lately.
9. Local Issues

9.2.1 Ulbster 
wood burners – there are ongoing complaints still being raised with the community council regarding pollution form the burners. This has been reported.
Grit bin – the grit bin at Ulbster has been moved by someone to a different spot. This has prompted complaints as it is in a house parking space. Various concerns have been raised through facebook it is proposed should we relocate the bin away from this area to resolve the matter.
Proposed Catherine Macleod
Seconded Sonja Mindt 

AGREED

9.2.2 Thrumster 
Hempriggs House – ownership still being looked into

Caravan park at Gansclet Thrumster - there was a proposal for a small towing caravan park to be established here however there were a couple of objections from neighbours the caravan club has refused this application. The couple were in attendance, they were invited to introduce themselves and gave a background brief as to who they were and what their plans were.  
9.2.3 Tannach
9.2.4 Newton
9.2.5 Milton
9.2.6 Haster
Sheds – there has been some movement with this and there is some developments. It is hoped that the Council can make further headway with this.
9.2.7 Bilbster
It was to be noted there was another successful burns supper in Bilbster Hall.
10. Tourism sub group
Catherine Macleod updated members that she had not heard back from the person who was hoped would carry out the scoping works for this. It was thought that she would continue on herself setting out the next steps.
11. Four Year Plan for Tannach and District Community Council

This is ongoing
12. Community Benefit
Bilbster Hall – signage application for £250 
Proposed: Catherine Macleod

 Seconded: Rhona Gill
AGREED

13. Questions or Contributions from the public present

Thrumster Church was discussed again and the history of some of the documentation shown to the Community Council.
14. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 26th February 2018 7.30 pm Newton Croft Wick 

John Inkster            Linda Malik




Chair                        Secretary
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