

TANNACH & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Monday 30th January 2017 at 7.30pm, 
Thrumster Hall, Thrumster.
Draft Minutes
Present:         Catherine Patterson     Vice Chair         Sonja Mindt                     Member
                        Linda Malik                     Secretary          Ian Giles                           Associate Member
                        Rhona Gill                       Treasurer         Gillian Coghill                   HC Councillor                  

                        Catherine Macleod       Member

Apologies:     John Inkster   Chair       Andy Double Member
Public:           3 members
1. Welcome and Apologies 

Catherine Patterson opened the meeting and welcomed members and members of the public. All present were reminded the meeting will be run according to Highland Council Standing orders.  

2. Declaration of Interest
Members present were asked if all declaration of interest forms are up to date, no changes to note.

3. Minutes and Actions from Previous Meeting.

3.1 Catherine P asked for approval of minutes of the CC meeting held on 28th November 2016

Proposed: Rhona Gill
              Seconded: Catherine Macleod
AGREED

3.2 Catherine P asked members to formally propose the decision made by email December 2016 with regard to David Campbell’s quote for erecting the notice board £250

Proposed: Rhona Gill
Seconded: Sonja Mindt
AGREED
*Secretary note £200 to be contributed from Thrumster Hall Fund £50 from Community Council*

             3.3 Catherine handed over to Linda Malik for the secretary update:

The notice board in Thrumster has been erected.

The cemetery had a tidy prior to Christmas thanks has been received from a member of the public to the Community Council.
Application for defibrillator has been submitted to Tannach Community Fund the assessment has taken place we await a decision on funding. This will be erected in village green beside the community council notice board.
Prices requested from Highland Council for slow down signs around the area have not yet been received.
Corbiegoe Road has deteriorated further Lay bys and signs marking them need attention. Highland Council is due to tar the road in March.

Community Emergency plan final copy has been submitted to Alex Macmanus once approved his will be distributed. A letter will be sent to those on the list with further information and advice.
Winter resilience equipment form submitted last November. Alex looking into delay with delivery.

Attended Caithness Community Partnership meeting in Thurso lots of Community Consultation will be required to move this project forward.
Attended meeting with Mary Burnside and Maimie Thompson and Chat in Caithness General Hospital discussing a way forward for NHS maternity services and information for public. It has been agreed to form a steering group with many members to give input into what can be achieved and what is expected to provide a safe user friendly service. It is important that everyone is realistic in this and has an understanding of what can and cannot be delivered and why.
Attended Committee meeting in Inverness with regard to school clustering. There has been a lack of consultation or appeared lack of consultation. This will be rolled out in Caithness should it be approved. This may affect Thrumster school in Tannach area.
Email from John O Doherty regarding lack of draft November minutes on the website. It was missed however all noticeboards were updated and minutes were sent to the distribution list. It was an oversight at an extremely busy time members were informed the Secretary was stepping back from duties during December/ January due to personal commitments. Agenda was not posted on website within the 7 days again this was an extremely busy week however it was emailed around the distribution list within the timescales required. Members are advised Secretary will be unable to carry out duties for the end of February and Most of May due to personal commitments. 
SSE Bowl meeting to take place on February 1st at 7.30pm in Lybster Hall
*Secretary note this fund is to be split between 5 Community Council areas. It was agreed each area to have £80,000 ring fenced. This will be administered by SSE.*

CVG renewal form is in fee due £10. The form is filled in ready for submitting with member’s approval.

Proposed: Rhona Gill
Seconded: Catherine Macleod
AGREED
4. Financial Report
Rhona Gill presented the financial report:
Thrumster Park Regeneration                                        £1384.27

Community Council                                                          £1062.74

Camster Micro Grant                                                       £1203.77

Bilbster Fund                                                                     £2221.33

Total Amount Held in Community Council Account   £5872.11  
5. Police Report.
Catherine P informed members Police reports will be submitted to Community Councils via email for information. Due to operational duties it is difficult to attend meetings.

6. Highland Councillor’s Report

6.1 Budget -  Gillian informed members that there was still work to do with the budget due to be finalised with Highland Council. Many members are not happy with proposals. Talk took place with regard to savings identified within ASN which many do not seem to be agreeing with. Gillian will press ahead to remind members on this identified cost saving. 

6.2 CHAT- Discussion took place over forthcoming meetings with Chat and the NHS. There will be a steering group set up and it’s important for anyone with an opinion to engage with NHS Highland to find a way forward to provide good healthcare. It was suggested that it would make a good documentary for television to follow this story regarding Caithness mums.
6.2 Ambulance Cover- there is still concern with regard to ambulance cover in the area. It was noted that during discussions Scottish Ambulance service are not yet coming to the table. 
7. Health and Care
7.1 The latest update regarding hospital was covered in the secretary’s update.
7.2 Tele health System - Sonja informed members that this NHS pilot system to help some respiratory patients was being withdrawn. A brief was presented to members by a user of this system saying they found it excellent.  Gillian agreed to contact Michelle Johnston with regard to this to look into it further. 
ACTION 1-1-17 GC
8. Correspondence 
Catherine P informed members John Inkster has been updating the Community Council via email regarding progress for a community take-over of the Carnegie building. It is proposed to turn this into an educational centre of excellence for renewable energy and technology. Talks have taken place with Highland Council and costings are being looked into. This is a lengthy process requiring substantial funding and will take time to realise.
John O Doherty email regarding lack of draft minutes on the website was covered in secretary’s update
9. Local Issues

9.1 Village Officer
Members were asked to consider a way forward for this at the start of the year to save playing catch up at the end of the year. This will be discussed at next month’s meeting.
9.2 Notice Boards update. 
Agreement by email on quote for noticeboard installation.
Milton notice board yet to be installed. David will contact Catherine to confirm place to install it. It was agreed that the Balance of £50 would be given from the Community Council towards the invoice.
Proposed: Rhona Gill

Seconded: Sonja Mindt

AGREED
9.3 Miscellaneous issues including new matters in the areas
       9.3.1    Thrumster 
Defibrillator –see secretary update
Corbigoe road- see secretary update
Ulbster mains road – this road is in a bad condition as well it’s in need of repair.
Housing Application - Concern was raised regarding the planning application to add more houses on Manse road as two houses in particular have had problems with sewerage overflowing into their gardens. It was been raised as a point of concern by Andy Double that the sewerage drains cannot cope with more houses. Members discussed this and it was agreed that Scottish water are a consultee on the planning application and as they are aware of the issue this will be taken into consideration.
       9.3.2    Milton
A very successful Santa grotto was held in Newton Croft. It is hoped to be repeated next year. Fibre optic broadband is currently being installed.
9.3.3 Bilbster
It was noted by members that the hall had recently had two burns suppers. These are very popular and well attended.

10. Thrumster Park Regeneration Fund 
An application has been submitted for funding towards the installation of the MUGA which has been an outstanding item from the park group for many years. It was felt this would be better sited in the school and funding drawn down by the Parent Council. This enables large savings to be realised for this project as the school does not have to pay VAT.

11. Tourism sub group
Catherine Macleod updated members on the latest meeting of this sub group and plans for the area. It was agreed by the group to design a map of the area in PONT with all places of interest displayed. It will be designed by local artist Harry Bland. It is hoped to locate these maps around the CC area at prominent locations. It was hoped to also reinstate the display area at the layby south of Wick at Hempriggs. A map was circulated among members to give an idea of what is being proposed and everyone was very receptive to the design style and principle of the idea.  Applications for possible funding for the project were discussed.
12. Four Year Plan for Tannach and District Community Council

12.1 CARES application – Catherine P informed members the community council application has not yet been successful. If it were to be resubmitted much more paper work and detail particularly in regard to why we are not drawing down windfarm funding to cover this cost would have to be provided. A member of the CC would have to take this on board and commit a large amount of time towards getting the information.  Linda informed members that she was unwilling at present to take further work on as Community Council work was already consuming an extremely large amount of her week. Members were asked to agree to set aside this application.
Proposed: Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Catherine Patterson

AGREED
12.2 Plan - It was discussed by members and proposed that Ian Giles should look into preparing a remit for the area which could be used for submitting an application for funding to engage our own consultant to help plan for the future to ensure funds are not dwindled away with no lasting benefit.

Proposed: Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Catherine Patterson

AGREED   ACTION 2-1-17 IG

12.3 Newsletter It was discussed and agreed that the Community Council should distribute another newsletter around the area. All members were asked to think over the next month on what should be the content and bring their ideas to next month’s meeting.

Proposed: Catherine Patterson

Seconded: Catherine Macleod

AGREED   ACTION 3-1-17 ALL
13. Emergency plan
Covered in the secretary update.
*Secretary note this item can now be removed from the agenda as it is complete. Any further comment/ update can be included in the secretary update.*

14. Community Benefit
14.1  Burn of Whilk update
Members were updated that the Local Development Officer for Lybster and Tannach had been recruited. Once everything was in place it was hoped to launch the fund in Clyth Hall at the start of March.

14.2  Funding Applications
Members asked to review the volume of applications that have been submitted since last November. Catherine Patterson left the room for this part of the meeting.
Bilbster

Thrumster Primary – activities Funding - request towards exercise activities £700
Proposed: Sonja Mindt
Seconded: Catherine Macleod  

Declaration of Interest Rhona GIll
AGREED  £230
Wick Youth Club – running costs Funding – request towards the cost of running the local youth club. Many residents from Tannach use this facility for clubs £1000.
Proposed: Sonja Mindt

Seconded: Catherine Macleod
AGREED £500

Wick High School – Poland trip - Funding towards the cost of a trip to Auswitz  Pupils from the area are attending this trip.£1000 
Proposed: Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Sonja Mindt
Declaration of interest Rhona Gill
AGREED £750

Wick High School – History book project The children are collating information on servicemen from the area whose names appear on a local memorial in Wick. This information will be compiled along with photographs and produced in a book for the general public to purchase. £1000

Proposed; Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Sonja Mindt

AGREED £500
Bilbster fund was heavily oversubscribed this round. It was agreed to add advice for other sources of funding in the area to the letters sent out to the groups
Micro Grant
Raymond Bremner – Contribution to costs towards the Pan Celtic festival   £250

Proposed: Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Sonja Mindt

AGREED £250
15. Questions or Contributions from the public present

Iain Giles produced a map of Thrumster with paths and areas marked out as in need of repair.  Ian was looking for a meeting with HC officials to discuss a way forward. Gillian agreed to take this forward with Alex Macmanus.  
ACTION 4-1-17 GC
*Secretary note Gillian has handed this over to Alex who has forwarded the information to the correct department for action. 

16. Date of Next Meeting
Linda asked members if it was agreeable with them she would keep the meetings on the same rotation around the halls and book them for the forthcoming year. All agreed this was a good idea.

Proposed: Catherine Macleod

Seconded: Rhona Gill 
AGREED

Next meeting will take place in 
Newton Croft on Monday 27th February 2017 at 7.30pm.
Linda Malik




Secretary
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